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WWII Resistance fighters  
Resistance during World War II occurred in every occupied 

country by a variety of means, ranging from non-

cooperation, disinformation and propaganda to hiding 

crashed pilots and even to outright warfare and the recap-

turing of towns. Resistance movements are sometimes also 

referred to as "the underground". 

 

Among the most notable resis-

tance movements were the 

Polish Home Army, the French 

Maquis, the Italian CLN, the 

Greek and Yugoslav Partisans. 

First Sisak Partisan Brigade 

established in Croatia was the 

first anti-fascist armed unit in 

Europe. The Communist resis-

tance was among the fiercest 

since, their ideology was in 

many respects the direct oppo-

site of that of the Nazis and 

they were already organized 

and militant even before the 

war. 

 

Many countries had resistance 

movements dedicated to fighting the Axis invaders, and 

Germany itself also had an anti-Nazi movement. Although 

mainland Britain did not suffer invasion in World War II, 

the British made preparations for a British resistance move-

ment, called the Auxiliary Units, in the event of a German 

invasion. Various organizations were also formed to estab-

lish foreign resistance cells or support existing resistance 

movements, like the British SOE and the American OSS 

(the forerunner of the CIA). 

 

There were also resistance 

movements fighting against 

the Allied invaders. The Ger-

man resistance petered out 

within a few years, while the 

Baltic states resistance opera-

tions against the occupation 

continued into the 1960ós. 

 

After the first shock after the 

Blitzkrieg, people slowly 

started to get organized, both 

locally and on a larger scale, 

especially when Jews and 

other groups were starting to 

be deported and used for the 

Arbeitseinsatz (working for 

the Germans). Organization 

was dangerous, so much re-

sistance was done by individuals. The possibilities de-

pended much on the terrain; where there were large tracts 

of uninhabited land, especially hills and forests, resistance 
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Members of the Eindhoven Resistance with troops of the 
101st Airborne in front of the Eindhoven cathedral during 

Operation Market Garden in September 1944 


